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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
This article examines the lives and family relationships of young Received 27 April 2020
women of Moroccan descent in Catalonia, Spain. Based on ethno- Accepted 11 January 2021

graphic research and life stories, we have found that access to Higher KEYWORDS

Education has led these young women to a feminist interpretation of Islamic feminism; Moroccan
the Quran. This interpretation allows them to identify as Muslim women; higher education;
women while refuting traditional gender roles. The young women family relationships
surveyed argue that the bases of gender equity can be found in the

Qur’an, but are hidden behind misinterpretations that put the role of

women in a disadvantaged position with regard to men. Our study

evidences that through this reformulation of Islam, in conjunction

with a successful academic pathway, they have started to gain

a position of authority and recognition within their families, leading

to changes in their family roles and relationships.

Introduction

International research has shown how migration processes create resignifications in the
ideological, political and social structures of Muslim communities. These resignifications
can be observed in the roles of women transforming within the family context (Khan
2010; Hamzeh 2011; Oso and Ribas 2012; Utomo 2016; Bertran, Ponferrada, and Pamies
2016).

In Spain, Moroccan Muslim women’s participation in the labour market, their estab-
lishing of new personal networks outside kinship, and the relaxation of social control
towards women are some factors that have increased their capacity to negotiate in the
social and domestic sphere (Zontini 2010). Furthermore, a new generation of pioneering
young women of Moroccan descent is currently emerging in Catalonia, they being the
first in their families to enter higher education (henceforth HE)'.

The aim of this article is to explore the relationship between HE and the strategies that
have allowed these young women to transform traditional gender roles” and relationships
within their families. This paper thus offers different insights on the experiences of young
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Dear Dr Mendoza:

Your manuscript entitled "Negotiations, Costs, and Continuities: Analysing the Upward Educational
and Social Mobility of Young Men and Women of Moroccan Descent in Spain®, which you submitted
to Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education, has been reviewed.

The reviews are in general favourable and suggest that, subject to minor revisions, your paper could
be suitable for publication. Please consider these suggestions, and | look forward to receiving your
revision.

The manuscript still does not explain exactly how your study builds on recent literature. Please
indicate the gaps in literature your paper tackles. Also, the text really needs to be language edited.
For example, in the added paragraphs we read "the felling of “giving back” that students have to..." .
This should be "the feeling of "giving back" that students have towards..."

When you revise your manuscript please highlight the changes you make in the manuscript by using
the track changes mode in MS Word or by using bold or coloured text and ensure that you indicate
clearly how you have responded to each of the reviewers’ comments — as indicated in the next
paragraph.

To start the revision, please click on the link below:

*** PLEASE NOTE: This is a two-step process. After clicking on the link, you will be directed to a
webpage to confirm, ***
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This will direct you to the first page of your revised manuscript. Please enter your responses to the
comments made by the reviewer(s) in the space provided. Use this space to document the changes
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declined a suggested change. Please be as specific as possible in your response to the reviewer(s).
You should compose your correspondence on your own computer and cut and paste into this section;
the system often “times out” and information lost this way cannot be retrieved. Because reviewers will
be able to see anything you put in this section, do not sign your revision statement or include any
other identifying information.

This link will remain active until you have submitted your revised manuscript. If you begin a revision
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and intend to finish it at a later time, please note that your draft will appear in the “"Revised
Manuscripts in Draft” queue in your Author Centre.

Please remember - articles should be no longer than 9,000 words in length, including an abstract of
between 100-150 words, keywords, footnotes, references and also approximations for figures and
tables (should a figure or table occupy half a page or a full page, please count this as 250 words or
450 words respectively toward your total article word count).

IMPORTANT: Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript.
Please delete any redundant files before completing the submission.

Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to Compare: A Journal
of Comparative and International Education, your revised manuscript should be uploaded by 21-
Nov-2023. If it is not possible for you to submit your revision by this date, we may have to consider
your paper as a new submission.

Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to Compare: A Journal of Comparative and
International Education and | look forward to receiving your revision.

Sincerely,

Germ Janmaat

Editor, Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education
gJjanmaat@ucl.ac.uk
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Dear Dr Mendoza:

Your manuscript entitled "Negotiations, Costs, and Continuities: Analysing the Upward Educational
and Social Mobility of Young Men and Women of Moroccan Descent in Spain" has been successfully
submitted online and is presently being given full consideration for publication in Compare: A Journal
of Comparative and International Education.

Your manuscript ID is CCOM-2021-0429.R4.

Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the office for
questions. If there are any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please log in to
Manuscript Central at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ccom and edit your user information as
appropriate.

You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Centre after
logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ccom.

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International
Education.

Sincerely,

Emma Arya-Manesh
Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education Editorial Office
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