U.S. Department of State		UNAE                                                              ESPE  
AEIF 2017: Building Inclusive EFL Teacher Training Networks

	Pedagogical skill:  Training teachers to teach and use different reading strategies with various age groups. 
	Topic:  Teaching teachers how to utilize Jigsaw Reading and the Inquiry Chart in the EFL classroom at the pre-basic, basic, and independent levels.

	Curricular Thread 3:  Training teachers in reading for comprehension, teaching vocabulary, and managing the classroom setting while engaging in different reading strategies.
	
	



	Sub thread: Learning about specific reading strategies to help language learners to develop reading comprehension by understanding the details or the gist of short written texts.  




Strategy 1: 
Jigsaw Reading        
First and foremost, the jigsaw reading helps students create learning in a meaningful way by being accountable of their own learning as well as by learning from their peers. This strategy enables each student of a "home" group to specialize in one part of a reading text. Students then meet with members from other “home” groups and form “expert” groups. In the expert groups, students are assigned the same part of the text to read and analyze it. After “mastering” the assigned part, students return to their "home" groups and share with their group members the most important information / ideas or the things they have learned. In this way, as Reading Rockets (2014) stated “each student in the home group serves as a piece of the topic's puzzle and when they work together as a whole, they create the complete jigsaw puzzle." This means that when students go back to their home groups, they need to create together a clear picture of the entire reading text under examination. By taking part in this strategy, students are able to build reading comprehension, work cooperatively, and increase their listening, communicating, and problem solving skills, too.
The trainees will learn a new strategy to teach reading comprehension at a pre-basic level. They will participate in a demo class and will play the role of young learners. This will give them the opportunity to experience the strategy in an authentic classroom setting. This will increase their abilities to reproduce the strategies for other trainees and students. 
.
· Trainees will help their colleagues to replicate this reading strategy in the classroom by modeling the strategy effectively 
· Trainees will be able to promote active learning in their colleagues’ EFL classrooms  
· Trainees will analyze, along with their colleagues, the development of thinking skills when jigsaw reading is implemented into the classroom. 
· Trainees will help their colleagues reflect upon the appropriate reading material for an effective implementation of the strategy at hand. 
A. Sample activity: Pre-Basic User
Objectives: 
a. Increases reading comprehension through learning and understanding new words and main ideas in a collaborative and interactive manner 
b. Builds reading comprehension. 
c. Integrates all four EFL skills
d. Promotes accountability in the classroom, as students need to be responsible about assigned tasks to reach a common goal y.  
e. Improves listening, communication, problem-solving skills, and interpersonal skills 

Demonstration of Selected Activities


	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           time: 50 min

	1
	Explain once againExplain that trainees will be participating in a demo class where they will be playing the roles of young learners. 
	2 min

	2
	Trainees will be assigned to a “home” group of 3 to 5 students who have differentiated reading abilities.
	4 min

	3
	Once students are in groups, new, unfamiliar vocabulary words from the reading text will be previewed 
	4 min

	4
	Each group of trainees will then be given a different reading section about birthdays (A,B, C, D). There will be a group 1 reading only section A, group 2 only section B, and so on. 
	 5 min

	5
	Each assigned reading section or part will be analyzed in different “expert groups” to gain good understanding.
	5 min

	6
	After that, home groups will be rejoined, so peers can share each section with others. Trainees will be asked to draw pictures to help remember important information from the story.
	5 min 

	7
	In their home groups, trainees will complete a vocabulary worksheet and will also match pictures with key vocabulary words from the reading.
	10 min

	8
	1. Trainees will create a poster with all ofthe most important information gathered during groupwork. The poster will include illustrations and key words / phrases. 

	15 min


Introduce the topic by watching a video from an expert about what jigsaw reading is and how it is used.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtm5_w6JthA
They will use this information to create a concept map about their reading. 
Remind trainees that every student will be responsible for one section in their groups. 

Differentiation & Accommodation             
Class size:    20-40 students
Available materials:    Chairs, tables, concept map example, copies of book, poster paper, video link, internet, projector, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers and rulers
Technology (ICT):   Technology makes this a more interactive activity, but it is not necessary to teach and utilize the strategy
Classroom space: Needs space for students to be able to sit together and move from group to group, discuss and work together. 
Other: This lesson plan  when taught in the classroom with students could be completed over 3-5 45-minute class periods. This depends on the level of your class and the needs of your students. 
The teachers’ role is to guide students through finding information and relating it to groups. The teacher is available to answer any questions, but the students are working autonomously, while the teacher aids in the learning process. 


B. Basic User       
 Strategy 1:                Reading circles     Time: 30 minutes
                                       Brief description of the strategy    

    This is a reading strategy where students will read short fiction or non-fiction books in small groups using a variety of roles. This strategy will develop comprehension, promote reader autonomy, motivate reading and enrich and create a comfortable literary environment for learners. 
Objectives:
Train teachers to: 
Encourage interest in reading
Increase reading comprehension
Demonstrate learner understanding of reading materials
Promote autonomous or student-centered learning 
Increase reading comprehension
Integrate EFL skills 
Can teach how to understand very short, simple texts, a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and basic phrases and re-reading as required. 	Comment by MacBook Air: Please avoid auxiliaries in giving instructions.
Can explain how to get an idea of the content of simple informational material and short, simple descriptions, especially if there is visual support.
Area of textbook focused on: English 1 unit 1 countries and present simple

Fixed and terminal objectives:
Teachers will be able to recall how to create and reconstruct reading circles
Training teachers to summarize reading circles to reteach to other teachers. 
Teachers will be able to rephrase new reading strategies to better explain how to use them in the classroom. 
Teachers will be able to construct literary environments in the classroom through the use of reading circles. 
Teachers will be able to model the use of reading circle strategies in the classroom with their students and in other teacher trainings. 
Teachers will be able to examine how reading circles function in the classroom.
Teachers will be able to take part in the teaching-learning process of reading circle activities
Teachers will construct reading circles and actively participate in the learning strategy.
Teachers will discuss how they can replicate this strategy and how it could be adapted using different materials to fit the needs of their students
Teachers will decide how to replicate reading circle strategies with other EFL teachers. 
 Teachers will measure the value of this strategy for EFL teachers in Ecuadorian schools.
Enumerate the steps 
[bookmark: _Hlk499545453]Note: Teachers will be trained to follow these steps to utilize the mentioned strategy. Teachers will be taught how to use the strategy in various materials. These steps can be adapted depending on the material the teacher decides to use.  

Introduce levelled readers (example: Exotic Places) to teacher trainee groups. Explain that these types of readers are developed specifically for EFL learners to support reading comprehension and other reading skills. These readers exist for all ages and levels. 
Explain that is very important to match these leveled readers with the reading levels of the students the trainees will be teaching.
Give the location where these types of books can be purchased. Give example of 
Explain to trainees that at the end of the class we will go to the library and they can have time to look at some other readers the university has to give them more ideas about how they can be used in various classes to improve reading. 
Review with the title and the title page of the example book with the trainees that could be potentially be used with basic learners.
Brainstorm ideas about what the book is about as an example for trainees to begin reading circles with leveled readers
Watch short YouTube video about places and people around the world (this is something you could have them do at home too)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFtFrN1NKoU&t=27s


Divide the trainees into different groups 
Each group can have 4-5 trainees per group (this is up to you how you what to divide them) 
Give the trainees different roles
 (example. Student 1 is the painter, student 2 word finder students 3 connector student 4 director student 5 storyteller)
 The trainer has the trainees look through the book and write down 5 words designated to their role.
 The trainees will draw those words/ create a word book/ a dictionary, just as students would do (the type of activities are up to you)
Explain it is important for students to connect those words to their lives. (example favorite food, color etc….) 
Trainees will discuss these connections in groups
An activity trainees could have students do is to make a book about places in South America. (this book can include the place, country, the nationality, activities and description)
The teacher trainer will explain how to develop the creation of a book, make illustrations, and each person practices a chapter. 
Final task trainees could have students do is to share the book with their classmates. They could even make copies to put in the library. This could create a sense of authenticity for students.

Differentiation & Accommodation             

  a. Class size (20-35 students)
 b. Availability of Materials
paper, staples, stapler, copies, colors, scissors, glue, tables, chairs, projector, internet, laptop, printer, white board markers, and whiteboard 
					        c. Technology (Old/ICT-based)
This activity can use the internet and videos or can use no technology if none is available
					        d. Classroom space
Space in the class is needed to group 4-5 students. There needs to be space to allow the teacher to facilitate the groupwork and observe students in groups interacting and working together to complete the task
					        e. Other types of learning environments (ex. pitch)
The teacher is the facilitator of the reading strategy. The role of the teacher is to give levelled material specific to students interests and needs. The teacher is available to answer questions and check work. The teacher will provide materials students need to complete the task and aid in the students group and autonomous learning process. 

Strategy 2 
Concept mapping 
Brief description of the strategy
Teachers will be taught how concept mapping can aid in a students’ ability to use vocabulary in different contexts and how to make predictions about the reading through the use of concept maps, find key points and summarize the story. 

Objectives
Teachers will be able to: 

Encourage interest in reading
Outline how to replicate this strategy to other EFL teachers and in the classroom 
Increase reading comprehension
Promote working in groups
Integrate EFL skills
Develop critical thinking skills
Find and use new vocabulary 
Summarize the story and predict the outcome
Fixed and Terminal Objectives
Teachers will be able to select important information from the text for the students to understand
Teachers will outline the reading material, so it will be understandable to the students
Teachers will explain how to create concept maps for reading materials
Teachers will aid in the construction of concept maps for texts
Teachers will be able to aid student development in a framework to organize the content of the reading
Teachers will explain how to build a concept map for reading comprehension
Teachers will able to show how to categorize important information in a concept map
Teachers will understand how to simplify a text using concept mapping 
Teachers will improve reading comprehension through concept mapping
Teachers will demonstrate how to compare different concept maps 

Enumerate the steps of the lesson plan
Note: Teachers will be trained to follow these steps to utilize the mentioned strategy. Teachers will be taught how to use the strategy in various materials. These steps can be adapted depending on the material the teacher decides to use.  
Introduce story books as a means of doing concept mapping with basic learners to the trainees. The book used in the demo lesson was chosen according to basic reading levels. 
Explain to the trainees that they will act as participates in a basic level EFL class and will learn new vocabulary and strategies for understanding a story “Goldilocks and the Three bears”
Review new vocabulary from the book with the trainees. This could be in a map. An example for how the trainees could use this strategy could be: write down the word “house” in the center of the paper in a circle. Then students in groups think of words they associate with that word or draw scenarios that remind them of that word. The trainees will mirror this step.
Show the first half of the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oaw-d3r_gIc or read the first few pages of the book. Ask the trainees to create a concept map to predict what happens next. 
At this time explain to the trainees that this will allow students to make inferences to the next part of the story. The trainees role will be to ask guided questions. For example: what do you think will happen….?  Do you think…….?.
The trainees will practice the above activity.
Now give students a link as to where the book can be found. https://www.amazon.com/Goldilocks-Three-Parragon-Classics-Read-Along-ebook/dp/B018UM3H0Y/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1512668122&sr=1-1&keywords=goldie+locks+and+the+three+bears. You can also choose to show the video at this point first. 
Give trainees a short time to understand the book. This could be sent home as homework for students. 
Give out a concept map to map the time or chronological order of the story. Explain to the trainees that the order of the events is important to develop reading comprehension. 
Trainees can now practice comparing prediction maps to the real sequence of the story to see how this aid in reading skills. 
In groups they can discuss their differences and who was correct and why. 
Trainees can evaluate the understanding of the story and the strategy by having groups of 4/5 students create a concept map that shows the sequence of the story. 
Trainees could have students turn in sequence map at the end of the lesson. 

Differentiation & Accommodation:               
Class size:
 20-40 students
Available materials:
Chairs, tables, concept map example, copies of book, white paper, video link, internet, projector, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers and rulers
Technology (ICT):
Technology makes this a more interactive activity, but it is not necessary to teach and utilize the strategy
Classroom space: 
Needs space for students to be able to sit together, discuss and work together. 
Other: This lesson plan could be completed over 3/4 45-minute class periods. This depends on the level of your class and the needs of your students. 
The teachers’ role is to guide students on the creation of a concept map. The teacher is available to answer any questions, but the students are working autonomously, while the teacher aids in the learning process. 

Strategy 3

Differentiation & Accommodation   
Class Size. The class size may range from 30 to 40 students, as public school have large classrooms. It is important to keep in mind that groups need to be formed on the basis of heterogeneous grouping, so cooperative learning can be maximized.  

Availability of Materials. The implementation of the jigsaw reading strategy does not require the use of a lot of teaching materials. However, it will be a good idea to have the following things at your disposal:  chairs, tables, concept map example, copies of book, copies of reading materials, poster paper or paper chart, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers, and rulers. 
Technology. If technological devices and equipment are not available in the classroom, you can implement the jigsaw reading strategy without any difficulty. 

Classroom space. A spacious classroom will be ideal for the implementation of this strategy, as the teacher needs to walk around, monitoring students’ work and providing assistance. 
Jigsaw Reading

Brief description of reading
This is a reading strategy that is based upon interaction and communication, which has many benefits for language learners of English. First and foremost, learners can get the most out of a reading text. As learners engage in this strategy, they will be able to build reading comprehension by working cooperatively with their peers in class. Most importantly, trainees will learn how to use and share this cooperative learning strategy with peer colleagues in the future.  


B. Sample Activity:  Basic User
Objectives: 
a. Encourages cooperative learning among students. 
b. Integrates the four major language skills
c. Promotes student accountability and autonomy  
d. Improves listening, communication, problem-solving skills, and interpersonal skills.  

Demonstration of Selected ActivitiesTrainees will help their colleagues reflect upon the appropriate reading material for an effective implementation of the strategy at han
	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           time: 50 min

	1
	The jigsaw strategy will be introduced to the trainees by using a Seed Discussion Organizer. In addition to it, a short excerpt from the following vIntroduce the topic by watching a video will be employed during this introductory phase: from an expert about what jigsaw reading is and how it is used.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtm5_w6JthAhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtm5_w6JthA (same step as step # 1 for the previous level)	Comment by MacBook Air: Check the sequence of the number please.	Comment by MacBook Air: As I have reitereated in the previous section, I think it is better that you do this task in the most creative and engaging way. Letting a YouTube video explain the strategy deprives us of our capacity to interact with the participants and reduces our time to share teaching moments that are crucial in a training. 
	  8 min

	2
	Trainees will be told that they will be participating in a demo class where they will play the roles of young English learners, and trainees will then get familiar with the main ideas behind home groups and expert groups. 
	  5 min

	3
	In order to resemble an actual lesson based on jigsaw reading, the trainees will first be assigned to home groups and then to expert groups.
	 4 min

	4
	Each expert group will be given a different section (A, B, and C) of a reading text about the topic of football. This means that expert group 1 will read only part A, expert group 2 will read only part B, and so on. The selected reading is connected with one of the topics of the English student book level A 1.1 (6th & 7th EGB).
	 4 min

	5
	Provide the trainees with an explanation on how to give directions to begin the reading process based on the relational behind jigsaw.
	5 min

	6
	Explain that each expert group will read and analyze one specific section or part and then discuss the main ideas and essential details of their assigned part of the reading. Trainees will be encouraged to make notes. 
	10 min

	7
	Trainees will then go back to their home groups to explain the most important information about each assigned section.
	5 min

	
8
	After trainees will be reminded that each "home group" member is responsible to learn all content from the different parts of the reading text from one another. Lastly, each home group will be asked to prepare a summary by using different means, such as a graphic organizer, which outlines the learnings from each part of the reading.          
	15 
10 min




Differentiation & Accommodation            
a. Class Size. The class size for this activity may range from 30 to 40 students, as public school has large classrooms. It is important to keep in mind that groups need to be formed on the basis of heterogeneous grouping; so cooperative learning can be maximized.  
b. Availability of Materials. The implementation of the jigsaw reading strategy does not require the use of a lot of teaching materials. However, it will be a good idea to have the following things at your disposal:  chairs, tables, concept map example, copies of book, copies of reading materials, poster paper or paper chart, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers, and rulers. 
c. Technology. Technology may make the implementation of the jigsaw strategy more interactive, but it is not necessary to use it. Technology can be replaced by posters or printed visuals related to the reading text. 
d. Classroom space. A spacious classroom will be ideal for the implementation of this strategy, as during the activity the teacher will need to walk around, monitoring students’ work and providing assistance. In addition to that, students will also need to move around when joining home groups and expert groups. Moreover, space for students will be needed so that they can sit together and move from group to group, discuss and work together. 

Objectives


a. Encourage language learners to grasp different levels of content complexity  

b. Promote to write ideas and share them by reading and talking 

c. Talk about their maps and listen to their peers.

d. Work collaboratively on a concept map by engaging in utilizing all the four major language skills

e. Increase reading comprehension
f. Promote working in groups
g. Integrate EFL skills
h. Develop critical thinking skills
i. Summarize the story and predict the outcome
· Fixed and Terminal Objectives
· Trainees will be able to select key pieces of information or essential, unknown vocabulary words from a reading text for language learners to master
· Trainees will explain how to create concept maps based on the content of the reading text
· Trainees will provide as much help as possible to create effective concept maps for the selected text
· Trainees will be able to help their colleagues how to go about organizing major content and key vocabulary through concert mapping
· Trainees will explain how to build a concept map for reading comprehension
· Teachers will able to demonstrate how to present important information by means of a concept map
Trainees will show how to gain a better understanding of a text by using concept mapping 
Trainees will promote reading comprehension through concept mapping among students of their peer colleagues
· 
· Enumerate the steps of the lesson plan

1. Explain the whole idea of concept mapping to the trainees. 	Comment by MacBook Air: Chech the sequence of the numbers.
2. A book will need to be available based on the topic of old traditions and customs. This topic is in Unit 4 of the English student book -- Level B1. 
3. Explain to the trainees that they will act as participates in order to implement concept mapping 
4. Go over unfamiliar vocabulary from the book with the trainees. 
5. Ask the trainees to create a concept map to predict the main events of the book / novel on old traditions / customs. This will be key to make inferences, so the strategy of questioning can be used accordingly. 
6. Trainees will be given either a link to (an online) book or a hard copy of if, so they can continue working on their maps 
7. Trainees will be encouraged to add drawings, key words, phrases, and short sentences to their mind maps. 
8. In small groups, trainees will share the information included in their mind maps.  
9. Trainees will evaluate their peers on the understanding of the major content of the story by asking key questions. 
10. Trainees’ concept maps will be displayed on a display board, and the same should happen in the EFL classrooms of their peer colleagues. 

· Differentiation & Accommodation:               
Class size:
 25-35 students
Available materials:    Chairs, tables, copies of the reading text, poster paper, link to video, internet, projector, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers and rulers
Technology (ICT):  As technology and technological devises will be available, I will make use of them. Therefore, arrangements will be made in advance to assure the use of needed equipment. The use of technological equipment will be important as it will be used to display several different examples of concept maps, such as minds maps. 
Classroom space: UNAE classrooms will be ideal for having trainees sit together, work together move around, and discuss. 
Brief description of readinThis is a reading strategy that is based upon interaction and communication, which has many benefits for language learners of English. First and foremost, learners can get the most out of a reading text. As learners engage in this strategy, they will be able to build reading comprehension by working cooperatively with their peers in class. Most importantly, trainees will learn how to use and share this cooperative learning strategy with peer colleagues in the future.  Kindly emphasize how this strategy can be made a bit more challenging for independent users? What would be the difference from the other types of language users?
C. Sample Activity:  Independent User 
Objectives:  
a. Builds reading comprehension by working cooperatively and collaboratively in a safe learning environment . 
b. Encourages cooperative learning among students
c. Promotes student accountability and autonomy  
d. Improves listening, communication, problem-solving skills, and interpersonal skills

· Demonstration of Selected ActivitiesTrainees will help their colleagues reflect upon the appropriate reading material for an effective implementation of the strategy at hand.
Trainees will look for ways to adapt the reading on the main English textbooks to the classroom situations of their peer colleagues


	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           time: 50 min

	1
	The jigsaw strategy will be introduced to the trainees by using a KLW chart. In this way, trainees will be able to provide their prior knowledge about jigsaw, as well as they will be given the opportunity to include in the chart what they want to know and what they have learned about the strategy at hand.
	8 min

	2
	TTrainees will be told that they will be participating in a demo class where they will play the roles of high schoolers, and trainees will then get familiar with the main ideas behind home groups and expert groups by means of a mini-lecture supported by a tech-based presentation.  
	5 min

	3
	Trainees will be reminded that the formation of groups need to be based on heterogeneous grouping,  and trainees will be told about the importance of monitoring students’ work as they embark on the task of completing jigsaw reading.
	4 min 

	4
	In order to resemble an actual lesson based on jigsaw reading, the trainees will first be assigned to home groups and then to expert groups.  Therefore, it means trainees will be first organized into home groups, and then they will be assigned to different expert groups. It will be pointed out that students, in each expert group, need to gain a solid understanding so that they can then share such understanding with their home group members.  
	5 min

	5
	Explain that each expert group will be given a different section (A, B, and C) of a reading text about the topic of the environment. The selection of the reading is connected with Unit 3 (Environmentally Friendly) from English student book Level B1. Reading available at https://www.englishclub.com/reading/environment/pollution.htm
	5 min

	6
	Each expert group will look at one specific section/part of the reading and then discuss the main ideas and essential details of their assigned part of the reading. In this way, trainees will gain a solid understanding of the assigned reading section by analyzing and sharing the content of one specific part with their expert group members.  
	6 min

	7
	Trainees will be encouraged to come up with a short list of ideas they plan to take back with them to their home groups. Students will then go back to their home groups and share their expertise with one another. 
	5 min 

	8
	After trainees explain their assigned section to their home group members, each home group will then prepare a collage, outlining the most important information from each section / part of the reading text at hand. 
	15 
12 min



Introduce the topic by watching a video from an expert about what jigsaw reading is and how it is used.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtm5_w6JthA	Comment by MacBook Air: Check the sequence of the numbers please.

Differentiation & Accommodation            
a. Class Size. This activity can be implemented into a large class size. It is important to keep in mind that groups need to be formed on the basis of heterogeneous grouping, so cooperative learning can be maximized.  
b. Availability of Materials. The implementation of the jigsaw reading strategy does not require the use of a lot of teaching materials. However, it will be a good idea to have the following things at your disposal:  chairs, tables, concept map example, copies of book, copies of reading materials, poster paper or paper chart, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers, and rulers. 
c. Technology. If technological devices and equipment are not available in the classroom, you can implement the jigsaw reading strategy without any difficulty.  The lack of technology in the classroom may be replaced by using chart papers or posters and markers. 
d. Classroom space. A spacious classroom will be ideal for the implementation of this strategy, as the teacher needs to walk around, monitoring students’ work and providing assistance. Students will also need to move around when forming groups, so seating arrangement and classroom space should be given close attention.  
e. More tips to take into account. - The teachers’ role is to guide students through finding information and relating it to groups. The teacher is available to answer any questions, but the students are working autonomously, while the teacher aids in the learning process. 

Differentiation & Accommodation         -   
Class size:    25-35 students
Available materials:    Chairs, tables, copies of the reading text, poster paper, link to video, internet, projector, whiteboard, whiteboard markers, colored pens/pencils, pencils, erasers and rulers
Technology (ICT):  As technology and technological devises will be available, I will make use of them. Therefore, arrangements will be made in advance to assure the use of needed equipment. 
Classroom space: UNAE classrooms will be ideal for having trainees sit together, work together move around, and discuss. 
Other: Detailed and careful planning will have a key role when attempting to implement a lesson based upon jigsaw reading. In addition to it, monitoring the work of groups should be done by asking questions and rephrasing information so that all group members can understand the main points of each part of the reading text.  

· - 




In a real class situation, the length of time to complete this lesson plan effectively will be of two class sessions in a row. Detailed and careful planning will have a key role when attempting to implement a lesson based upon jigsaw reading. 
- Additionally, teachers will be reminded that the jigsaw strategy can be used in several different ways in order to boost student learning, accountability, and cooperation. For instance, students may be assigned each group member a different task related to a specific reading passage; these tasks might include vocabulary, style and language, note-taking, time managing, and leading the group.
- This lesson plan when taught in the classroom with students could be completed over 3-5 45-minute class periods. This depends on the level of your class and the needs of your students. 
Strategy 2: 
The Inquiry Chart (I-chart)
The Inquiry Chart (I-chart) is a strategy that can be used at different educational levels in order to help learners / students get the most of the reading experience by consulting different sources of written texts. Most importantly, this strategy enables students to gather information about the same topic by reading several, different sources. It is imperative for teachers to design the I-chart around several questions about one single topic. Then students are asked to read several sources on the topic, and they need to record their answers to the posed questions in the I-chart. At the end, depending on students’ proficiency level of target language, they may generate a summary or come up with a couple of sentences that outline the most important information for each posed inquiry. It means that different answers can be explored as a whole class.
A. Sample Activity:  Pre - Basic User 
Objectives:
a. Strengthens reading skills by exposing learners to different sources of reading texts
b. Builds upon prior knowledge or thoughts about a targeted topic
c. Fosters critical thinking and reading comprehension


Demonstration of Selected Activities

	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           Time: 50 min

	
1

	Activate trainees’ prior knowledge about the selected (broad) topic by using the questioning strategy 
	6 min

	
2

	
Provide each trainee with a blank I-chart (version A)
 
	  
2 min 

	
3
	Let the trainees know about the pre-selected topic that will be used for the activity, and they will need to write the topic in the space provided
	
3 min

	
4
	Collaboratively (in small groups), have trainees create questions about the selected topic; the generated questions are to be placed at the top of each individual column
	10 min

	5
	Provide the trainees with the reading materials or reading texts they will need to complete the activity 	Comment by MacBook Air: Do you think 5 or 6 year old children can select topic. Am afraid they still can’t read at this age. Although the simulation is for teachers, they will also conduct this lesson to their students. How would you guide them in such a way that this can be applied to very young learns who may have almost 0% English.
	3 min

	6
	Allow the trainees to answer the posed questions by consulting the selected text sources; here trainees will have the chance to read and reread each source as many times as possible 
	10 min 

	
7
	Tell the trainees that the rows, in the chart, are for documenting the key ideas about each posed question of the selected topic 
	3 min

	8
	Give the trainees the opportunity to make a drawing that represents the most important idea regarding each posed question

	10 min

	9
	Encourage trainees to share and explain briefly the key ideas behind each drawing to their groups 

	8 min



B. Sample Activity:  Basic User
Objectives:
a. Promotes critical thinking and reading comprehension 
b. Helps younger language learners to generate meaningful questions about a topic and learn to organize their ideas / thoughts 
c. Fosters the development of scanning and skimming reading strategies 


Demonstration of Selected Activities
	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           Time: 50 min

	1

	Activate trainees’ prior knowledge about the selected topic by using the Sticky-Note Storm technique 
	  2 min

	2

	Elaborate a chart with rows and columns along with trainees (chart version B) 
	

	3
	Provide trainees with a list of topics to choose from as a whole class; the selected topic will be examined during the activity
	  4 min

	4
	Individually, have trainees create questions about the selected topic; the generated questions are to be written within the self-elaborated chart
	 5 min

	5
	Provide trainees with reading texts they will need to complete the activity and have them choose additional text sources on their own as well
	 4 min

	6
	Allow the trainees to answer the posed questions by consulting the different selected text sources; here trainees will have the chance to read and reread each text source as many times as they need 
	

	7
	Tell the trainees that in the chart they need to document the key ideas that help them answer the posed questions 
	5 min

	8
	Give the trainees the opportunity to come up with one simple statement that outlines the most important information about each posed question.
	10 min

	9
	Encourage trainees to report orally their “summary sentences” about each question to their groups 
	5 min



C.  Sample Activity:  Independent User
Objectives:
a. Promotes autonomous learning ad critical thinking through intensive reading 
a. Facilitates the development of reading comprehension in a collaborative manner
c. Assesses learners’ reading comprehension authentically within a safe learning environment 
Demonstration of Selected Activities
	N. 
	STEPS
	Approximate           Time: 50 min

	1

	Activate trainees’ prior knowledge about the selected topic by using the think-pair-share technique 
	  4 min

	2

	Have trainees elaborate a chart with rows and columns for the activity (Chart version C) 
	  5 min

	3
	Trainees choose or decide as a whole class about a topic, which will be examined during the activity
	  2 min

	4
	In small groups, trainees generate a questionnaire about the selected topic.
	 5 min

	5
	Trainees need to choose some questions from the generated questionnaire; the selected questions need to be included in the self-elaborated chart 
	3 min

	6
	Under the instructor’s guidance, trainees need to select the text sources to find the needed answers to the posed questions in the previous step. 
	 4 min

	7
	As the trainees embark on the task of reading the different text sources, they can generate more questions to explore key areas of the targeted topic
	4 min

	8
	Allow the trainees to answer the initial and additional questions by consulting the selected text sources and locating more sources as needed 
	6 min

	9
	Tell the trainees that in the chart they need to record the best answer for each posed question 
	4 min

	10
	Give the trainees the opportunity to come up with a brief summary for each question based on the information gathered and included in the chart 
	8 min

	11
	Encourage trainees to share the most relevant information out of the reading activity by creating a brochure, which may include the key ideas from the summaries in the previous step and visuals  as well 
	10 min



Differentiation & Accommodation 

The class size for this activity may range from 30 to 40 young learners of English. Most of the time, this reading strategy requires independent work; however, it is important to keep in mind that when groups need to be created for the sharing phase, they should be formed based on heterogeneous grouping. In this way, cooperative learning can be maximized.  
As regards the use of printed reading materials or reading texts from textbooks and non-authentic reading sources in English will be needed to carry out this activity successfully. In addition, it will be a good idea to provide students with the following items, so that they can highlight or underline information that can then be used to answer the questions within the chart: colored pencils, crayons, markers, and/or highlighters. Also, chart papers and construction papers should be provided to the students. 
This activity does not necessarily entail ICT tools to implement this activity. If students have access to electronic devices, they could read the electronic, online versions of the different text sources. This will prevent a lot of printing on the teachers’ part.   
To maximize learning, the average class size can be used to implement this activity, since a lot of space is not needed for students to walk around and work on it. However, a larger classroom rather than a smaller classroom will be more ideal.  
Other factors that teachers should be sure is that the posed or created questions within the I-Chart are kept simple for younger students, whereas questions that require more higher-order thinking can be suitable for advanced learners. Additionally, more rows could be added to the I-chart; for instance, a row called summary. In such column, students could summarize the most important information with regard to each posed question. 


